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BUSINESS REPORT

MONTANA SENATE
64th LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION
SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE

Date: Monday, March 30, 2015 Time: 3:00 PM
Place: Capitol Room: 303

BILLS and RESOLUTIONS HEARD:

HB 519 - Generally revise exempt well laws - Rep. Carl Glimm

EXECUTIVE ACTION TAKEN:

HR S53 - Be Concorced in as amended

Comments:

Ihef e

SEN. Chas Vincent, Chair



MONTANA STATE SENATE

Roll Call
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE

DATE: Mg . 207 2015

NAME PRESENT ABSENT/
EXCUSED

SENATOR RICK RIPLEY, VICE CHAIR <

SENATOR CHRISTINE KAUFMANN ¢

SENATOR DUANE ANKNEY X

SENATOR JOHN BRENDEN %

SENATOR PAT CONNELL S

SENATOR JENNIFER FIELDER >

SENATOR BRADLEY MAXON HAMLETT ‘ >

SENATOR BRIAN HOVEN >

SENATOR JIM KEANE )Y

SENATOR CLIFF LARSEN X

SENATOR MIKE PHILLIPS >

SENATOR CHAS VINCENT, CHAIR <

S:\Senate Committees' Forms\Natural Resources\CommRollCall.Nat.2015.wpd




SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT
March 30, 2015
Page 1 of 1

Madame President:

We, your committee on Natural Resources report that House Bill 553 (third reading copy --

i / <
7 1/ S 7

. /’ /Jé, 7 /’/,7»»‘, . ot T
- - .
Senator Chas Vincent, Chair

blue) be concurred in as amended.

TN

To be carried by Senator Bradley Hamlett

And, that such amendments read:

1. Page 2, line 2.
Strike: "departments"
Insert: "department of fish, wildlife, and parks"

2. Page 2, line 3.
Following: "parties"
Insert: ", any cooperative funding requirements,"

3. Page 2, line 4.

Following: "part."

Insert: "The department of fish, wildlife, and parks retains
oversight authority over the operation of a check station
pursuant to this subsection."”

4. Page 2, line 14.
Following: "transportation shall"

Insert: "cooperate with the department of fish, wildlife, and
parks to"

= END -~

Committee Vote:
Yes 6, No 5
Fiscal Note Required _X

HB0553001SC13754. spt




MONTANA STATE SENATE
Roll Call Vote
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE

DATE__ 3 /30 /15 BILLNO_fjp 553 MOTION NO.
MOTION: Be Amended
NAME AYE NO If Proxy Vote, check

here & include signed
Proxy Form with
minutes

SENATOR RICK RIPLEY, VICE CHAIR b T
SENATOR CHRISTINE KAUFMANN ¢
SENATOR DUANE ANKNEY N
SENATOR JOHN BRENDEN >
SENATOR PAT CONNELL Vel

SENATOR JENNIFER FIELDER

SENATOR BRADLEY MAXON HAMLETT .S X
SENATOR BRIAN HOVEN X
SENATOR JIM KEANE N\ X
SENATOR CLIFF LARSEN X
SENATOR MIKE PHILLIPS X

SENATOR CHAS VINCENT, CHAIR X

S:\Senate Committees' Forms\Natural Resources\CommRollCallVote.Nat.2015.wpd




MONTANA STATE SENATE
Roll Call Vote
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE

DATE 3 /BC A5 BILL NO _Hp 553 MOTION NO.
MOTION: Do Pass as Amended

NAME AYFE, NO If Proxy Vote, check

here & include signed
Proxy Form with
minutes

SENATOR RICK RIPLEY, VICE CHAIR ;(

SENATOR CHRISTINE KAUFMANN X

SENATOR DUANE ANKNEY X

SENATOR JOHN BRENDEN X
X

SENATOR PAT CONNELL

SENATOR JENNIFER FIELDER

SENATOR BRADLEY MAXON HAMLETT
SENATOR BRIAN HOVEN

SENATOR JIM KEANE

SENATOR CLIFF LARSEN

SENATOR MIKE PHILLIPS

SENATOR CHAS VINCENT, CHAIR >

XX XX

S:\Senate Committees' Forms\Natural Resources\CommRollCallVote. Nat.2015.wpd



SENATE PROXY

I, Senator /( ban < , hereby authorize Senator

to vote my proxy before the Senate

N ATurAL  RESOVRCES meeting held on oweh 3 4 5 JOLE.

-

7
Senatoﬁignature/ il ( Date

Said authorization is as follows: (mark only one)

O All votes, including amendments.

O All votes as directed below on the listed bills, and all other votes. .

i Votes only as directed below.

Bill No./Amendment No. Aye No
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SENATE PROXY

I, Senator H anm (¢4t , hereby authorize Senator

to vote my proxy before the Senate

N ATuRAL  RESOVRCES meeting held on [areh 30 2615,

-
= S = 75
Sena’yﬁnaﬁ{re e Date”

Said authorization is as follows: (mark only one)

O All votes, including amendments.
O All votes as directed below on the listed bills, and all other votes.
i Votes only as directed below.

Bill No./Amendment No. Aye No

HG 553  Awendmpnt| —
HE 553 4, ameedsd | . —




MONTANA STATE SENATE

Visitors Register

SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE

Monday, March 30, 2015

HB 519 - Generally revise exempt well laws

Sponsor: Rep. Carl Glimm

PLEASE PRINT
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Please leave prepared testimony with Secretary. Witness Statement forms are available if you care to submit written

testimony.




PLEASE PRINT

MONTANA STATE SENATE
Visitors Register
SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE

Monday, March 30, 2015
HB 519 - Generally revise
Sponsor: Rep. Carl Glimm
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Please leave prepared testimony with Secretary. Witness Statement forms are available if you care to submit written
testimony.







MONTANA STATE SENATE

Visitors Register

SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE

Monday, March 30, 2015

HB 519 - Generally revise exempt well laws

Sponsor: Rep. Carl Glimm
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Please leave prepared testimony with Secretary. Witness Statement forms are available if you care to submit written

testimony.




Additional Documents
SENATE: Natural Resources
Date:  3./30 /5

BillNo._He SI9

March 30, 2015

From: Richard Thweatt, Montana Smart Growth Coalition

To:  Natural Resources Committee, Montana Senate

RE: HOUSE BILL 519, EXEMPT WELLS

MONTANA
SMART GROWTH
COALITION

The Montana Smart Growth Coalition opposes SB 519

Domestic water wells that are exempt from permitting are the primary driver of
inefficient development that needlessly costs the state of Montana, its counties, and its
taxpayers millions of dollars in increased costs of roads, schools, and other public
services while there is ample land for development in Montana’s municipalities where
these services can be provided at much less expense to taxpayers.

Studies conducted in Montana and elsewhere have confirmed the obvious fact that
disbursed development costs much more to serve than development within municipalities.
See the attached statement from professional planner, Randy Carpenter.

Lewis & Clark County recently completed an analysis of the number of homes that
Helena’s designated urban growth area could accommodate if all available land was
developed to urban densities. That study concluded all growth anticipated in the next 20
years, an estimated 4,000 new homes, could occur within Helena’s urban growth area and
still have ample room to spare.

Fears that reductions in exemptions for domestic water wells will have severe
adverse impacts on the building and development industries are over blown given the
projected demand for housing and the abundance of available land within municipal
areas.

HB 519, as written, would continue to encourage inefficient development patterns and we
respectfully urge the committee not to pass HB 519.

. N\ Y (




MARCH 30, 2015

FROM: RANDY CARPENTER

TO: THE SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE
RE: HB 519, EXEMPT WELLS

My name is Randy Carpenter. | live in Bozeman. | wish to make a statement about the fiscal
implications of sprawil.

| come from a background in land use planning, with an M.A. from the University of lowa’s
Urban and Regional Planning graduate program. | have been a professional planner for over
twenty years, first with local governments, and for the following 13 years with the Sonoran
Institute until leaving last fall. Much of my professional work has addressed a core question for
communities: how can they maintain fiscal stability as they struggle to provide the infrastructure
and services that growth requires, without excessively taxing their residents?

Hundreds of studies confirm that sprawl — that is, low-density, far-flung development that
stretches outside of cities and into rural areas — is the least fiscally prudent pattern of growth.
While | was with the Sonoran Institute, we commissioned a number of studies to assess this
phenomenon as it applies to Montana communities. | would like to enter into the record a 2009
study that RPI Consulting did for Gallatin County.

That study, entitled “Gallatin County, Montana Fiscal Impact Analysis”
(http://www.sonoraninstitute.org/component/docman/doc _details/1329-gallatin-county-
montana-fiscal-impact-analysis-03152009.htm|?Itemid=3), projected future growth under two
scenarios: 1) a “business as usual” scenario, in which past growth trends would continue into the
future (for instance, while the population of the county grew by 133% from 1970 and 2004, the
amount of land developed for homes grew by 271%); and 2) an “alternative” scenario, in which
more of the future growth would occur in the county’s cities and less in rural areas. RPI then
compared the costs of providing public infrastructure and services (such as road maintenance
and emergency services) to each of those scenarios. The study found that the more compact
alternative scenario would save Gallatin County taxpayers over $53 million between 2010 and
2025.

The substantial tax savings of the alternative scenario is fairly intuitive: for the same number of
homes and business, the more compact growth patterns require far fewer miles of roads to be
built and maintained, broader coverage areas for the emergency services, and dramatically
reduced traffic loads on County roads. It’s no different, really, than the situation faced by private
sector utilities: in areas where they have fewer customers per mile of road, they either have to
charge each of those customers more, or they have to spread the costs of those inefficient areas
across all rate payers. The very same dynamic applies to local government when low-density
growth sprawls into the countryside.

As | mentioned, this is but one of many studies done throughout the country that point to the
very real, and very significant, fiscal implications of how we grow. In a time of increasing
demand from growing populations, and scarcer financial resources, and a growing concern
about tax burdens, it is more necessary than ever that governments provide infrastructure and

1



services in a fiscally prudent manner. That is simply not possible when development sprawls out
into the countryside. It is fiscally reckless to promote growth that strains the resources of
Montana taxpayers, and it is incumbent upon the Legislature to act accordingly.
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